Research Ethics and Integrity Assessment Form

PART 1 - First Pass Assessment

1.
Are you an undergraduate, MSc or PhD student?     



  YES   Complete Part 2 of the Research Ethics and Integrity Assessment Form (as ‘Self’ or ‘Full’).


  NO    Go to Question 2
2.
Has your research been reviewed by an external body (e.g. NHS, BAS)?     



  YES   Complete a Confirmation of External Review Form .


  NO    Go to Question 3
3.
Does your research involve human subjects (e.g. interviewing, participant observation, PAR, survey, audio/film recording)?     



  YES   Complete Part 2 of Research Ethics and Integrity Assessment Form (as ‘Self’ or ‘Full’).


  NO    Go to Question 4
4.
Does your research involve environmental fieldwork (e.g. sampling, directly monitoring a site, environmental disturbance, trans-boundary movement of specimens /samples)? 



   YES   Complete Part 2 of the Research Ethics and Integrity Assessment Form (as ‘Self’ or ‘Full’).


   NO    Go to Question 5
5.
Does your research involve the use of data/material provided by an external source (e.g. other researcher, agency, data repository) or archival work? 



   YES   Complete Part 2 Research Ethics and Integrity Assessment Form (as ‘Self’ or ‘Full’).


   NO    Go to Question 6
6.
Are you confident that you understand the requirements of the Data Protection Act (1998) and that you have appropriate documented agreements and procedures in place to cover your collaborative working relationships with academic or non-academic partners (including local field assistants), extending to how intellectual property, publication and authorship will be shared?



  YES    Go to Question 7 


  NO    Complete Part 2 Research Ethics and Integrity Assessment Form (as ‘Self’ or ‘Full’).

7.
Are you confident that your work meets the standards of integrity required by the UoE and that you have a sound and justifiable plan regarding dissemination of the results of the research (e.g. to potential beneficiaries such as funders, study participants, land occupiers or owners, local communities, etc.)? 

           YES    


NO   Complete Part 2 of the Research Ethics and Integrity Assessment Form (as ‘Self’ or ‘Full’).

PART 2 - Research Ethics and Integrity Assessment Form

	Tick either Self or Full Assessment

	SELF ASSESSMENT

	
	

	FULL ASSESSMENT       
	
	

	


Title of Research Project:  

Duration of Research Project: 

Your name: 

Signature of Supervisor:




Date:

(Electronic signatures / typed names are accepted)

Research Institute (staff and PhD only):

Email: 

Co-Investigator(s) (if applicable):      

 FORMTEXT 
     
	Student supervisor information (if applicable)

	Name of Supervisor:    

Signature of Supervisor*:
Date: 

(Electronic signatures accepted or typed name and date if supplied with the email from your supervisor which verifies approval )


	Type of student (if applicable)
	Tick
	Student Number
	Name of your programme secretary

	Undergraduate Honours
	
	
	

	
	Undergraduate students should attach the completed form to their dissertation research/project proposal. The ONLY time an Undergraduate student should submit a form to the School Research Ethics and Integrity Committee is if their research requires a Full Assessment.

	Taught MSc
	
	
	

	MSc by Research
	
	
	

	
	MSc students should attach the completed form (signed by their supervisor) to their dissertation research/project proposal or forward the form to their Programme Director for review as instructed in their programme handbook. The ONLY time a Masters student should submit a form to the School Research Ethics and Integrity Committee is if their research requires a Full Assessment.

	PhD

	
	
	

	
	PhD students should submit their form (signed by their supervisor) to the School Ethics and Research Integrity Committee at least 3 weeks in advance of their Confirmation Meeting.


	Check List before submission

	I have read the appropriate Guidance Notes
	

	I have completed all relevant check boxes
	

	I have included a Research Summary
	

	I have completed the Additional Statement box (where appropriate)
	

	I have appended all other relevant documents (where appropriate)

(NB: If you are an undergraduate, MSc or PhD student submitting a Full Research Ethics and Integrity Assessment please attach your Plain Language Statement(s), Consent Form(s), and copies of formal agreements, email correspondence, etc. as appropriate)
	


After this form is completed

Email the completed form (along with any additional supporting documents) to DoR@eng.ed.ac.uk
Research Project Assessment 

Research Summary

Please paste a research summary into this box (max 500 words). This should include a brief overview of the research, a summary of the proposed research methods and techniques, an indication of number, and type, of participants and/or sites, and information on participant and/or site selection criteria and recruitment (if applicable). 

To build up an indoor optical wireless channel model based on users’ device orientation, data about mobile device orientation should be collected. Most of phones are equipped with some basic sensors, such as accelerometer, gyroscope as well as rotation vector sensor, which enables the collection of the angle of azimuth, pitch and roll. Data should be collected without interfering users’ normal use of cellphone devices, therefore background sensor monitoring is required to ensure reliability and accuracy of the experiment. After the data collection, a statistical model can be developed to describe the users’ device orientation. This model can be combined existing models for indoor optical wireless channels to more accurately evaluate the performance of visible light communications.

The Android APP Sensorlist Pro is used to record the orientation of devices in this research, thus the volunteers should have a phone with Android system themselves. Due to data accuracy, 20-30 volunteers should be recruited. The participants should be people working or studying in the indoor environments, such as students, teachers and officer workers. In addition to that, the research should be carried out in the indoor environments, because the model the research aims to develop is for indoor optical wireless channel. The volunteers will be required to download this app from Google Play Store first. The users then open and run the app under background conditions for around one hour in the indoor environment. After this, the user can log off the app and send the data to us through emails. At the end of the experiment, some feedback will be provided to the participants to show how the data is used 
	1
	Legal, moral responsibilities, codes of conduct

This box must be completed for all research projects


	yes
	no
	N/A

	A
	Are there any conflicts of interest between the researchers, funding bodies, the institution, and/or research subjects/environments?  
	
	
	

	B
	Is the research compliant with the Data Protection Act (1998) and University of Edinburgh Data Protection procedures?

	
	
	

	C
	Separate from any legal obligations, is there a moral responsibility to provide feedback or results to research participants/landowners?
	
	
	

	D
	Will you take all necessary measures to maintain the integrity of the research?


	
	
	

	E
	Are you aware of codes of conduct from professional associations that should guide your research?
	
	
	

	F
	If the research is to take place outside the UK, will the research be, or has the research been, reviewed in the host country?

	
	
	

	

	Guidance relating to legal and moral responsibilities and a sample list of Codes of Conduct can be found in the Self-Assessment Guidance Notes. If applicable, include a statement on how conflicts of interest will be addressed in the Additional Statement box at the end of the form. If applicable, include a statement on why the research will not be ethically reviewed in the host country in the Additional Statement box at the end of the form


	2
	Rights of human subjects 

Complete this box only if the project involves living human subjects, or if your work requires extensive interaction with land users or other people in the course of your research.


	yes


	no


	N/A

	A
	Is confidentiality adequately handled by normal tenets of ethical academic research?

	
	
	

	B
	Are the research subjects capable of understanding their rights and of providing informed consent?           

	
	
	

	C
	Are the research subjects over 18 years of age?


	
	
	

	D
	Will research subjects be informed of your responsibilities to report any evidence of abuse or criminal activity?  
	
	
	

	E
	Will research participants be informed about your obligations under the Data Protection Act (1998)?


	
	
	

	If NO to any of these, Full Ethics Assessment required

	Guidance relating to subjects’ rights, confidentiality, and the Data Protection Act (1998) can be found in the Self-Assessment Guidance Notes (those completing a ‘Full’ assessment should also read the Full Ethics Assessment Guidance Notes). If applicable, procedures for maintaining confidentiality and data protection issues must be addressed in the Additional Statement box at the end of the form. If applicable, please also append forms/statements that will be used to obtain informed consent and a Plain Language Statement to the end of the form.


	3
	Potential harm, discomfort or stress for living human subjects or  non-humans 

This box must be completed for all research projects.


	yes
	no
	N/A

	A
	Is there significant foreseeable potential for psychological harm or stress for those involved in your research (including the research team)?

	
	
	

	B
	Is there significant foreseeable potential for physical harm or discomfort for those involved in your research (including the research team)?            

	
	
	

	C
	Is there significant foreseeable potential for violation of cultural or social norms/practices?
	
	
	

	D
	Is there significant foreseeable potential for conflict or discomfort for any humans or non-humans your research will impact upon?
	
	
	

	If YES to any of these, Full Assessment is required

	Guidance relating to the minimisation of harm, discomfort, or stress can be found in the Self-Assessment Guidance Notes. If applicable, include a statement on procedures to minimise harm, discomfort and/or your stance in relation to the violation of cultural norms and practices in the Additional Statement box at the end of the form.

	


	4
	Effect on environment 

Complete this box only if your project includes environmental fieldwork that involves sampling or directly monitoring a site, or if your research will involve movement in or through sensitive environments. 
	yes
	no
	N/A

	A
	Will the fieldwork be conducted in an environmentally sensitive area or area of Special Scientific Interest, OR require crossing a sensitive area? 


	
	
	

	B
	Have appropriate steps been taken to gain permission to access the field site(s) (including privately held land)? 
	
	
	

	C
	Will the landowner/responsible agency be informed of your responsibilities to report any evidence of abuse or criminal activity?
	
	
	

	D
	Will samples be collected and removed in sufficient quantities to have a negative physical/environmental impact on the site and/or its eco-system?
	
	
	

	E
	Will the conduct of the fieldwork significantly disrupt the site and/or its environment?
	
	
	

	F
	Does the fieldwork involve sampling rare/endangered or harmful taxa/species? 

    
	
	
	

	G
	Will the research involve transporting samples/specimens between countries or across other significant boundaries?
	
	
	

	If YES to A, D, E, F or G, Full Ethics Assessment required

	Guidance relating to environmental fieldwork can be found in the Self-Assessment Guidance Notes (those completing a ‘Full’ assessment should also read the Full Ethics Assessment Guidance Notes). If applicable, include a statement on how you will attempt to gain permission in the Additional Statement box at the end of the form. If applicable, append any written agreement with the land owner to the end of the form.


	5
	Institutional/agency consent 

This box must be completed for all research projects


	yes
	no
	N/A

	A
	Have permissions for access to archives and data repositories been arranged?  




	
	
	

	B
	Where data has or will be obtained from another researcher, agency, archive, or other source, is it clear that the intended usage adheres to the terms of supply?

	
	
	

	C
	Will issues of data handling and consent be dealt with adequately and following procedures agreed with agencies, archives, and/or land managers?
	
	
	

	

	Guidance relating to data protection and consent can be found in the  Self-Assessment Guidance Notes 


	6
	Collaborative working 

Complete this box only if the research will involve working collaboratively with other academic/non-academic partners and/or employing local field assistants (including guides/translators).
	yes
	no
	N/A

	A
	Is there a formal agreement in place regarding the collaborative relationship with the academic partner(s) (if applicable)?


	
	
	

	B
	Is there a formal agreement in place regarding the collaborative relationship with the non-academic partner(s) (if applicable)?

	
	
	

	C
	Is there a formal agreement in place regarding the employment of local field assistants (including guides and translators)?
	
	
	

	D
	Will care be taken to ensure that all individuals involved in implementing the research adhere to the ethical and research integrity standards set by the UoE?
	
	
	

	E
	Have you reached agreements relating to intellectual property, publication and authorship?
	
	
	

	

	Guidance relating to collaborative working, the employment of local field assistants, and intellectual property rights can be found in the Self-Assessment Guidance Notes. If you answer YES to A, B or C please outline the format of this (e.g. written contract, email correspondence, witnessed verbal agreement) in the Additional Statement box at the end of the form. If you answer NO to any of the above please include a statement on your plans for agreeing the nature of any collaborative/working relationship(s) in the Additional Statement box at the end of the form. If applicable, append any written agreements to the end of the form.


	7
	Dissemination and benefit sharing 

This box must be completed for all research projects


	yes
	no
	N/A

	A
	Will the research reports, associated publications and other outputs accurately reflect the data collected?
	
	
	

	B
	If the research will be undertaken outside the UK, will the research findings, associated publications and, where feasible, data be made available in the country where the research took place?


	
	
	

	C
	Will you disseminate the findings to the study participants or land owners?



	
	
	

	D
	Is the research expected to benefit the academic partners (directly or indirectly)?


	
	
	

	E
	Is the research expected to benefit the non-academic partners, research participants and/or local communities (directly or indirectly)?

	
	
	

	

	Guidance relating to dissemination and benefit sharing can be found in the Self-Assessment Guidance Notes. If you answer NO to A, B or C please include a statement justifying your decision in the Additional Statement box at the end of the form.


	8
	Other Approval


	yes
	no
	N/A

	A
	Does the sponsor require formal prior ethical review?
	
	
	

	If Yes, by what date is a response required?
	

	B
	Does the project require the approval of any other institution and/or ethics committee?


	
	
	

	If Yes, by what date is a response required?
	


Additional Statement 

If relevant, please explain how you will address the ethical and integrity issues raised by the questions above (‘Self’ assessments max. 500 words; ‘Full’ assessments max. 1,000 words).
Consent form

The University of Edinburgh

Project Title: 

Principal Investigator(s): 

1.   
I consent to participate in the project named above. I have been provided a copy of the project consent information statement to which this consent form relates and any questions I have asked have been answered to my satisfaction

2.  
In relation to this project, please circle your response to the following

 
●   I agree to make myself available for further information if required                Yes
No


●   I agree to help collect the orientation data from my phone and sent 


     it to the investigators                                                                                             Yes                  No

3.    
I acknowledge that:


(a)
  my participation is voluntary and that I am free to withdraw from the project at any time without 
       explanation;


(b)  the project is for the purpose of research and not for profit;


(c)
any identifiable information about me which is gathered in the course of and as the result of my   

      participating in this project will be (i) collected and retained for the purpose of this project and (ii) 
       accessed and analysed by the researcher(s) for the purpose of conducting this project


(d)  my anonymity is preserved and I will not be identified in publications or otherwise without my 
  
       express written consent.

By signing this document I agree to participate in this project

Name of Participant: ………………………………………………………….........................

Signature & Date: …………………………….....................................................................
END OF FORM TO SUBMIT
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